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A client’s child swims in the 
pool at the extended stay hotel 
where her family is living. photo by Dustin Chambers



Executive Committee

Yendelela Neely Holston, President
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

Luke A. Lantta, Vice President
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner

Cristiane R. Wolfe, Treasurer
Krevolin & Horst

Kacy Romig Goebel, Secretary
The Home Depot

John Fleming, Immediate Past President
Eversheds Sutherland (US)

Teresa Coleman
Community Member

Elisa Smith Kodish
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Laurice Rutledge Lambert
Health Law Strategists

Michael T. Nations
Michael T. Nations

Chad Allan Shultz
Gordon & Rees

Robert J. Taylor, IV
Bennett Thrasher

Board of Directors

Jacqueline Boatwright-Daus
Community Member

John Patterson Brumbaugh
King & Spalding

Barbara Carrington
Community Member

Annie Cook
Bracewell

Julie S. Elgar
Koch Companies

Saba Gedamu
Community Member

Gloria George
Community Member

Kathryn Hecker,
Arnall Golden Gregory

Risa Hill
Community Member

G. Wayne Hillis, Jr
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings

Virginia Leslie
Community Member

C. Dawn Edwards Martin
FTI Consulting

Christine Martin-Arrington
Community Member

M. Frankie Millens
Community Member

Willie Ray
Community Member

Parker Sanders
Smith Gambrell & Russell

Andrew J. Tuck
Alston & Bird

Laura Wagner
Hunton Andrews Kurth

Renae B. Wainwright
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton, LLP

Raneice White
Community Member

Jennifer Whitton
Health Law Strategists



Advisory Council

Khadijah Abdur-Rahman

William Barnette

Gaylen Kemp Baxter

Joshua Becker

Pierre A. Beuret

Hon. Joyce Bihary

Mark E. Budnitz

Tamara Serwer Caldas

R. Scott Campbell

Tedra Cannella

Cannella Snyder

Mark Carter

Jessica Cox Casey

Lillian Caudle

Robert N. Dokson

Stephanie B. Driggers

Reggie Dunbar II

Leslie Kali Eason

Kevin Erwin

Jay P. Ferguson, Jr.

Anissa Floyd

Daniel Fowler

William Gentry

Corey Goerdt

Craig Goodmark

Meagan Elizabeth Griffin

Terri A. Hendley

Philip E. Holladay, Jr.

Rick Horder

Randall L. Hughes

Josh Humphries

Talmadge Infinger

William R. Jenkins

Dawn M. Jones

John Manasso

Jamala Sumaiya McFadden

Aiten McPherson

Jannquell C. Peters

Bradley Pratt

Michael Rafter

Nicola Robinson

William Stanhope

Allison Stiles

Marcus Thorpe

Talis Trevino

Denise VanLanduyt

Robert James Waddell, Jr.

Ryan K. Walsh

Nakul Warrier

OUTSTANDING OUTCOMES
2023



A Letter from the
Executive Director



A
 L

e
tte

r fro
m

 th
e

 E
xe

c
u

tive
 D

ire
c

to
r

2023 was a particularly eventful year for Atlanta Legal Aid  
And the future holds even greater promise as we celebrate our centennial anniversary!

I joined Atlanta Legal Aid as executive director on Tuesday, August 1, 2023. What drew me to Legal 
Aid were the talented attorneys and other legal professionals. Eighty attorneys and seventy-five 
other professionals work hard every day to help low-income people meet basic needs, removing 
barriers to justice through civil legal assistance. We help with housing, family law, consumer 
issues, health-related issues, and numerous special projects. In 2023, we expanded services in 
several significant ways:

• Veterans Law Project: We formally launched and expanded the Veterans Law Project to assist 
military veterans and service members with eviction defense, VA benefits, public benefits and 
health insurance, access to support services, disability rights, poor housing conditions, end of 
life planning, family law, and consumer law. In our first year, the project opened 725 cases and 
obtained $600,000 in outcomes for our veteran clients and their families.

• Rental Assistance: We partnered with the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to advise 
persons at risk of eviction and to assist them in applying for rental assistance through the DCA.  
In just 5 months, we assisted 700 people in obtaining more than $8 million in rental assistance 
benefits to help them remain in their homes.

• Grady Medical Legal Partnership: Thanks to new state funding, we created a medical legal 
partnership (MLP) with Grady Hospital. The Grady MLP integrates an attorney into the 
healthcare team to intervene to improve the physical, social, and economic environments in 
which many low-income families live, resulting in their improved health and quality of life.

Leadership Transition: Of course, 2023 was eventful in another significant way. We celebrated the 
retirement of Steve Gottlieb, who served as executive director for 43 years. Legal Aid grew 
tremendously during Steve’s tenure; his legacy of innovating programs and funding sources 
endures. Deputy Director Kimberly Charles served as interim executive director upon Steve’s 
retirement until I came on board in August 2023. Her years of experience as a staff attorney, 
managing attorney, and deputy director were assets during the transition, and she has been an 
invaluable partner since my arrival.

Our Centennial & the Next 100 Years: The year 2024 marks Legal Aid’s centennial, a remarkable 
accomplishment for any nonprofit law firm. We will celebrate the solid foundation built in our first 
100 years, but we will primarily focus on the future. I am focused on two critical short-term goals: 
(1) to normalize our staff salaries to enhance recruitment and retention of outstanding staff; and (2) 
to improve and enhance our infrastructure to better support the needs of our staff, clients, funders, 
and community today and in the future. This will help us build capacity to meet the evolving needs 
of our community. I am eager to lead us through transformational change to ensure we are on a 
trajectory toward 2124!

Thank you for your support, through dollars, volunteering, or in other ways.  
We will strive to continue earning your support and that of your friends and colleagues.  
Please join me in ensuring that more low-income persons in our community are able 
to access justice to address a variety of civil legal needs.

Regards,

Rita A. Sheffey

• Veterans Law Project: 

• Rental Assistance:

• Grady Medical Legal Partnership:
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20,848 
Totaling

In 2023 Atlanta Legal Aid worked

$36,428,551
in financial benefit for the households we served!

cases



5,480 $2,413,080
Atlanta Legal Aid Family Law Cases

Securing Generational Wealth

$8,201,078
in home equity saved

cases in financial benefit



Keeping Seniors & Families Healthy

$1,614,120
in Medicare/Medicaid/Peachcare benefits secured

680 $2,454,463
Atlanta Legal Aid Health Law Cases

cases in financial benefit



Legal Aid’s housing practice represents the core of the 
program’s work. Virtually every area of work across offices 
and projects involves ensuring that clients are safely and 
appropriately housed. The cases can be simple or 
complex; either way, our housing work results in safety 
and stability for thousands of families every year.

Cobb Legal Aid attorney Brittany Taylor represented Lori, a 
single mother, in an eviction. 

Brittany got the eviction dismissed by utilizing rental 
assistance.  Then,  at our answer clinic in the Cobb 
Magistrate Court, Brittany helped Lori assert a 
counterclaim against the landlord for its failure to repair a 
ceiling leak and manage a cockroach infestation. As a 
result of our counterclaim, the landlord started providing 
weekly pest control treatments to the client's apartment 
and fixed the leak. Lori is now secure in her home with her 
children.

7,988 

$13.6M+
NOTABLE HOUSING LAW OUTCOMES

landlord/tenant cases

2,110 houeholds
housing obtained/retained in rental assistance obtained

HOUSING LAW



Legal Aid’s housing advocacy practice won a 
victory in the Supreme Court of Georgia for 
residents of extended stay hotels. During the 
pandemic, proprietors of extended stay hotels, which 
have become homes for thousands of low-income 
residents as housing prices skyrocketed, were 
locking out tenants who had lived in their rooms for 
months and even for many years. Staff attorneys at 
Legal Aid argued that the Georgia innkeeper’s 
statute automatically converted guests to tenants 
and proprietors to landlords after 30 days, obliging 
the hotel proprietors to file a proper eviction to 
remove tenants. The Supreme Court of Georgia 
agreed with Legal Aid, despite fierce arguments from 
the landlords.

Staff attorneys at 
Legal Aid argued that the Georgia innkeeper’s 
statute automatically converted guests to tenants 
and proprietors to landlords after 30 days,

In Efficiency Lodge v. Neason,  the Supreme Court of 
Georgia created a new framework that focused much more 
on what it means to be in possession of real property and 
how you know if someone is using that property as their 
dwelling place. The Court said the relationship could be 
one of landlord/tenant, innkeeper/guest, or something 
else entirely— it's not binary. Residents whose landlords 
allowed them to treat their rooms as their homes will have 
protection from immediate and often devastating  
lockouts. Many long-term residents will now have the 
rights of tenants and afforded the tenant protection that an 
eviction allows.  Continued advocacy by Atlanta Legal 
Aid will be critical to ensure the law develops in the way 
we hope following the Supreme Court's broad-based 
decision.

Efficiency Lodge v. Neason
A  Victory for Tenants Across Georgia



Legal Aid’s family law attorneys handle all aspects of 
family law, from divorce to custody to temporary 
protective orders against family violence, and is our 
second largest practice area. Our clients are usually 
survivors of domestic violence and other abuses and are 
individuals who could never afford quality representation 
without our help. Without our lawyers, navigators, and 
paralegals, these vulnerable people could not navigate 
the complexities of the legal system on their own.

DeKalb-based attorneys Nicole Jhin and Don Coleman 
successfully concluded a jury trial in a divorce case. After 
a 19-year marriage, John-a teacher for 23 years-filed for 
divorce from our client, Mary, a stay-at-home parent. He 
citied an irretrievably broken marriage as grounds for 
divorce and planned to leave Mary without much in 
assets. Don and Nicole filed a counterclaim based on 

adultery and cruel treatment. The marital assets included 
the home equity ($98,000), a 401(k) account, and a 
Georgia Teacher Retirement Fund account, which cannot 
be distributed until John retires. Mary wanted a 50-50 
division of the marital assets and $650 per month in 
alimony. John offered only $24,000 in marital assets and a 
lump sum alimony payment of $10,000. 

In the trial, Nicole and Don showed the jury that, despite 
her struggle with chronic illness, Mary was an excellent 
mother, homemaker, and spouse. For instance, their 
now-adult son, diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, with her support, graduated cum laude from 
college. The jury awarded Mary 50% of the marital 
home equity, 50% of the 401(k), and $1200 per month in 
permanent alimony. Mary can now securely rebuild her 
life and provide for her children.

The jury awarded Mary 50% of the marital 
home equity, 50% of the 401(k), and $1200 per month in 
permanent alimony. Mary can now securely rebuild her 
life and provide for her children.

FAMILY LAW

756

$1.2M+
NOTABLE FAMILY LAW OUTCOMES

protected from violence

401
conditions provided for children

more stable living
in child support secured



Clients come to our Health Law Unit with cases ranging 
from disability benefits to insurance to our core work in 
housing, consumer, employment, and family law. Health 
Law helps individuals with AIDS/HIV and cancer navigate 
the complex legal system with a focus on outcomes that 
will improve the client’s health.

Jenny was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer. 
Sadly, she lost her insurance and contacted Legal Aid for 

assistance. Our Health Law Unit attorney, Stefanie Sparks, 
advised her about Women's Health Medicaid and 
discussed the eligibility guidelines with her. Stefanie 
determined that the client was eligible and contacted the 
DeKalb Board of Health on Jenny's behalf and arranged 
for the DeKalb Women's Health Medicaid department to 
meet with her. Jenny is now insured for breast cancer 
coverage and does not have to worry about either 
crippling medical debt or inadequate healthcare.

187

$2.4M+
NOTABLE HEALTH LAW OUTCOMES

peachcare benefits secured
cases Medicare/Medicaid

$309,000 skilled care/
personal care benefit secured in financial benefits received

HEALTH LAW



The Grady Medical-Legal Partnership started in 
October 2023 as a 10-hour per week pilot led by Health 
Law Unit attorney Candice Priest. It complements our 
Health Law Partnership with Children's Healthcare of 
Atlanta and the Georgia State University College of 
Law. Through the MLP, Candice is  providing legal 
services to patients of Grady's Trauma Recovery Center 
and Grady's hospital-based violence intervention 
program, the Interrupting Violence with Youth and 
Young Adults Project. The work is focused on 
addressing health-harming legal issues as categorized 
by the National Center for Medical-Legal Partnership's 
acronym I-HELP: Income/Insurance, Housing and 
Utilities, Education and Employment, Legal Status and 
Personal and Family Stability. From October to 
December 2023, 42 patients were referred for help with 
public benefits, victims compensation, family law 
matters, and estate planning.

The Veterans Law Project became a full time general 
law-style project in February 2023 under the leadership 
of Kristin Verrill. The project boasts three attorneys and 
two paralegals. In 2023, 725 cases, many of which came 
through HOPE Atlanta’s referral process, were opened 
by staff. Project staff partner with the Veterans 
Administration and other agencies to provide holistic 
services. Many clients come in with three to five legal 
matters and over 75% of the clients have disabilities. The 
Veterans Law Project’s mission is to help clients find 
stability in their lives through ensuring healthcare 
access, safe housing, stable family life, and
trauma recovery after serving our country.

New Projects

The Eviction Prevention Initiative (EPI) began in 
August 2023 as an expansion of our vibrant housing 
practice. Led by Grace Dinger, the effort is a collabora-
tion with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs 
(DCA) to provide rental assistance and legal help for 
families facing eviction. The staff of three attorneys and 
seven navigators secured over $8 million in rental 
assistance and kept 700 families housed from August 
to December 2023. Staff negotiated with courts and 
landlords and shepherded clients’ rental applications 
through DCA’s dedicated portal. 

The Eviction 
Prevention
Initiative (EPI)

The Grady 
Medical-Legal 
Partnership

The 
Veterans

Law Project



DeKalb ARC 
Resource Fair, 
Kinship Care 
Project

Pride Parade

Emory Public 
Interest Committee
(EPIC) Conference

Child Welfare 
Summit

in the 
community!

Southern Legal 
Center for Youth

Cobb County
Bar Association

First Day Fulton



PRO BONO REPORT

19,415
volunteer hours

772
cases

697
volunteers
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District Court, NDGA

Bracewell
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King & Spalding
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Georgia State University School of Law
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LPA Law
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Adult Guardianship Project
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Cobb Domestic Violence Protection (TPO) 
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner
Taylor English Duma
Freeman Mathis & Gary

Cobb Pro Bono 
Stearns Montgomery & Proctor
Gentry Law Firm
Georgia Wills Trusts & Probate Firm
O'Dell O'Neal Hungerford & Blanchard

Domestic Relations Unit
Fatherhood, Inc.
Professional Services
Smith & Files
State Bar of Georgia Family Law Section

Enhanced Services Project
Purdue University Global
Siemens Corporation
Siemens Energy, Inc.

Estate Planning Project
Alston & Bird
Fulton County Probate Court
Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys
Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys  

Foundation
Georgia Association of Paralegals
Georgia State University’s Center for Access to 

Justice’s Pro Bono Program
Hunton Andrews Kurth
Impact Church
Thank Me Later

Gender-Affirming Name Change Project
Troutman Pepper
Alston & Bird
BlackRock
City of Atlanta Mayor’s Division of LGBTQ Affairs
Destination Tomorrow
Fisher & Phillips

Georgia State University’s Center for Access to 

Justice’s Pro Bono Program
Greenberg Traurig
Intown Collaborative Ministries
Jones Day
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
King & Spalding
Morris, Manning, & Martin

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
SnapCo
SPARK Reproductive Justice NOW
Trans Housing Coalition
Trans Legal Defense & Education Fund
Troutman Pepper

Georgia Senior Legal Aid
Alston & Bird
Burr + Foreman
Coca-Cola
Troutman Pepper

Gwinnett Pro Bono
Andersen, Tate & Carr
Powell & Edwards
University of Georgia School of Law

Health Law Partnership
Baker Hostetler
Burr + Foreman

Housing Preservation
Atlanta Beltline Partnership
Grove Park Foundation

Kinship Care
Alston & Bird
Atlanta Bar Association’s Family Law Section
Chick-fil-A
Claiborne Fox Bradley
Cobb County School System
DAS Kinship Care Work Team
DeKalb County School System
Georgia Department of Human Services
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Kinship Navigator Program
Marietta City Schools
Project GRANDD at ISDD
Project Healthy Grandparent at Georgia State 

University
Troutman Pepper

Mediation
Kennesaw State University’s Conflict Management 

Program

Senior Citizen’s Law Project/QIT
Troutman Pepper

Unemployment Benefits Project
Dentons
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton

Adult Guardianship Project

Cobb Domestic Violence Protection (TPO)

Cobb Pro Bono 

Domestic Relations Unit

Enhanced Services Project

Estate Planning Project

Gender-Affirming Name Change Project

Georgia State University’s Center for Access to 

Justice’s Pro Bono Program

Georgia Senior Legal Aid

Gwinnett Pro Bono

Health Law Partnership

Housing Preservation

Kinship Care

Mediation

Senior Citizen’s Law Project/QIT

Unemployment Benefits Project
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Hailey Mason

Katie M. Mayo

Mary McCallum
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Burton Miller

Eliana Miller

Jody Miller

Kimberly Miller

John Mills

Tim Minors

Lynita Mitchell-Blackwell

Alizé Mitchell

Emily Mitchell

Kamron Mitchell

Shannon Mitchell

Kathryn K Mize

Kevin George Moore

Erika Morales

Juan Enrique Morales

Jessica R. Morgan

Tracie L. Morgan

Donita Morris

Eric Morris

Shari Morris

Tatiana Mosbey

Amanda Moulthrop

Azizah Muhammad

Yesenia Muhammad

Majda Muhic

Jasmine Mujawar

Zoe Mullen

Sarah Mullis

Julie Naanes

Heather D. Nadler

Raina Jeager Nadler

Cheryl Naja

Mahalia N. Napper

Andrew Navratil

Nene Ndem

Sion Eugene New

Molly Newcomb

Thomas M Nicely

Jeff Nix

Joshua H Norris

Jorgia Northrup

Nova Moulthrop

Michael Nunnally

Justin O'Dell

Patricia O'Kelley

Jordan Ockleberry

Melissa Oellerich Butler

Gregory Okwuosah

Erika Orcutt

Anne C. Ormond

Linda  Ortuno

Campbell Owen

Lisa A. Owen

Caitlyn Owens

Janelle H. Owusu

Jessica E. Parker

G. Cleveland Payne, III

Debbie C. Pelerose

Ash Penn

Amanda Perez

Benjamin S. Persons, IV

Barbara Peters

Jannquell Peters

Katie Phillips

Sarah Hannah Phillips

Mindy Pillow

Ariel Pinsky

Doug Plante

Victoria Paz Ponce

Alan Poole

Carmen V. Porreca

Ray-Kelle Preston

Meredith P. Prete

Nancy B. Pridgen

Kendall Priest

Michael B. Pugh

Sarah Quattrocchi

Katrina Quicker

Margaret Quinlan

Betsy Quinn

Kristen Rajagopal

Olivia Ramage

Michelle Rapoport

Marilyn Ratzel

Hailey Ray

Lauren Rea

Josie Redwine

James C. Reed III

Balean Reid

Michelle Reilly

Steven M. Reilly

Brian Remler

Ian D. Reyes

Michika Reynolds-Quillin

Anne M. Reynolds

Nick Reynolds

John K. Rezac

Tracy Rhodes

John J. Richard

Megan Richards Flores

Ianna Richardson

Renee Richardson

Tom Richey

Jasmine Riddick

Amanda Riedling

Nicole Rizza

Calita Robinson

Jasmin Robinson

Khadijah Robinson

Tamia T. Robinson

Anisa Rodriguez

April Rodriguez

Joshua R. Rodriguez

Maria Rodriguez

Angela L. Rofael

Kelly Rojas

Jodie E. Rosser

William G. Rothschild

Jenna Rubin

Camelia Ruffin

Margaret Max 

Ruthenberg-Marshall

Dorothy R. Sachs

Zachary Sadowski

Andrew Salman

LaShawnda Sampson

Madison Sanchez

Stephanie L. Sansom

Sarah Sarb

Alicia Saunders

Fidan Savalan

Alexandrea K. Sawyer

Desni Scaife

Claire Scavone

Jennifer Schumacher

Bob Schwartz

Dana Schwartzenfeld

Laura Holland Sclafani

Christina Scott

Shana Scott

Denis Selitskiy

Tiffany Sellers

Jasmin Severino

Filmon M. Sexton IV

Halle Seydel

Genghis Shakhan

Mary A. Shaw

Patricia Shewmaker

Laura Shoop

Emily M. Shuman

Zoe Siepert

Kim Siew

Rachel M. Silver

Katherine M. Silverman

Dorian Simmons

Tiffany Simmons

Sharnell S. Simon

Jillian Simons

Keara A. Skates P
ro

 B
o

n
o

 V
o

lu
n

te
e

rs



Cobb Pro Bono
2023 Richard L. Moore 
Volunteer of the Year
John Taylor 

Laura Skubina

Christopher J. Sleeper

J. Ansley Evans Sluss

Allan A. Small III

Alexandra Smith

Andrew Smith

Brian D. Smith

Carrie Smith

Daniel Smith

Dawn Renee Smith

Jenny Smith

Loretta A. Smith

Olivia Smith

Perri Smith

Aniseidy Solis

Caitlin Sophy-Croley

Sherry Southard

Natalia C. Souza

Paul Spann

Will Sparkman

Kelli Spearman

Melissa Sprinkle

Anna Stallings

Brent D. Stamps

William Stanhope

Stephanie L. Steele

Grant Stein

Joshua H. Stein

Beth Stephens

Deborah Stewart

Falon Stimpson

Kevin Stine

Michelle Stock

Jonathan Stoye

Lin Stradley

Robert Mark Stuckey II

James Sullivan

Michael Sullivan

Riddhi Suva

Caroline W. Suydam

Daniel Swaja

Melody S. Swilling

Nancy Syrop

Nicholas Tait

Greg Taube

John Taylor

Katie Taylor

Melinda Davis Taylor

Hailey C. Tegeder

Vicky Templeton

Tanieka Thompson Mungo

Suzanne N. Thompson

Lauren Timlin

Sarah M. Timmers

Chloe Titelman

Heather Toft

Jeff Toney

Benjamin Torres

Ren Towell

Carolyn Trespasz

Talis Trevino

Melissa Trimble

Caroline E. Tripp

Kristen Tullos Oliver

Phillip Turner

Ayo Uboh

Jeff Upshaw

Mary-Anne Uzoka

Alycia Vail

Brandon A. Van Balen

Catherine Van Duys

Katie Vance

Lisa Vasek

Kristen Vigilant

Julie Vo

Shannon Vreeland

Kathryn Wade

Talia Wagner

Renae Bailey Wainwright

Anitra Walker

Brittney Walker

Gwendolyn Walker

Julie M. T. Walker

Kia N. Walker

Laura Beth Walker

Rochelle Walker

Tyrra Walker

Laura Walsh

Tristyn Walton

Nina Walzer

Laurance J. Warco

Colleen R. Warley

Nancy R. Wasdin

Jocelyn Watkins

Erin Watstein

Dustin Weeks

Nicole A. Weeks

Jackie Weiss

Meghan Wells

John L. Welsh II

Augie Werthman

Jill Wheatley

Ben P. White

Sarah Faith White

Shakeyla Whiteside

Laura A. Whitman

Jamila Wideman

Eric P. Wilborn

Michelle Wilco

Sherri T. Wilcox

Chelsea Wilkerson

Sally Wilkerson

Elizabeth Williams 

Winfield

Jeremy Wilson

Shannon Wilson

Wanda Wilson

Amadu Wiltshire

Mark J. Windham

Pavla Winter

Kimi Wise

Knox Withers

Alan Woodall

Ryan Worsley

Alicia Worthy

Crystal S Wright

Chris Yarbrough

Ji Ye

Woo Sung You

Shannan Young

Jeff Zachman

P
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In May 2023, Atlanta Legal Aid said a sad goodbye to its 
long-time executive director, Steve Gottlieb. Steve 
started at Legal Aid as a Reginald Heber Smith fellow in 
1969. He worked in various neighborhood offices as a staff 
attorney before leaving Legal Aid in 1975 to open the 
brand-new Georgia Legal Services office in Savannah. 
Returning to the program as deputy director two years 
later, Steve was promoted to executive director in 1981. 
Steve guided the program through decades of innovative 
legal work and amazing growth that including a victory in 

the US Supreme Court with Olmstead vs LC & EW (a 
landmark civil rights victory for people with disabilities), 
the expansion of the program with four full-service 
county offices, almost a dozen projects targeting special 
populations, two medical-legal partnerships, and an 
innovative and diverse funding program.  The Atlanta 
legal community said farewell to Steve Gottlieb with a 
fundraising dinner in March. The event, chaired by Walter 
Jospin, netted over $150,000. 

Event Sponsors | $150,000 from event

THANK YOU, STEVE



Event Sponsors

$30,000 raised!

RUN FOR JUSTICE



Event Sponsors | $25,000 raised!

GREAT WHISKEY DEBATE



Event Sponsors

$20,000 raised!



2023 FINANCIALS

2023 expenses

Expense Total: $13,993,000

Personnel
Consulting

Travel
Facilities
Supplies

Equipment
Insurance

Training
Other 

(telephone, litigation, etc)

$11,856,000.00
$779,000.00
$26,000.00
$642,000.00
$293,000.00
$61,000.00
$46,000.00
$15,000.00
$275,000.00

2023 income

Income Total: $13,993,000

Administrative Office of the Courts
Atlanta Regional Commission

City of Atlanta & Metro Counties
Foundations & Other Support

Georgia Bar Foundation
Legal Services Corporation

Private Bar/Annual Campaign
United Way

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council

$1,456,000.00
$394,000.00
$1,922,000.00
$2,023,000.00
$1,153,000.00
$4,730,000.00
$1,456,000.00
$127,000.00
$732,000.00



Administrative Office of the Courts

Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation

Atlanta Bar Association Lawyer Referral and 

Information Services

Atlanta Bar Foundation

Atlanta Foundation

Atlanta Regional Commission

Children's Healthcare of Atlanta 1998 Society

City of Atlanta Community Development Block 

Grant (through HUD)

City of Atlanta Housing Opportunities for Persons 

with AIDS (HOPWA) through HUD

Clayton County Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) through HUD

Cobb ARPA

Clayton County CSA

National Health Law Foundation

Imlay Foundation

Housing Plus

West Tennessee Legal Services (HUD)

American Diabetes Association

Cobb County ERA Funding 

Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta

Congressionally Directed Spending Funds

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council of Georgia 

(VAWA funds)

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council of Georgia 

(VOCA funds)

DeKalb County Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) through HUD

DeKalb County Human Services Department

Georgia  Department of Community Affairs 

Equal Justice Works

Fulton County Justice Resource Center

Fulton County Community Services Program

Fulton County Ryan White Cares Act (HRSA)

Georgia Bar Foundation

Goizueta Foundation

Grady Healthcare Foundation

Gwinnett County Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) CARES Act

Harland Foundation

Hope Atlanta 

Project Community Connections Inc

It's the Journey Inc.

Legal Services Corporation

LiveSafe Resources

Tahirih Justice Center

Thalia and Michael C. Carlos Foundation

The UPS Foundation

United Way of Greater Atlanta

VA Legal Services for Homeless Veterans 

Wells Fargo Foundation

2023 GRANTS

Thank You!



Planned Giving Focus: Dr. Richard A. Hudson

After a long and complicated struggle with a variety of 

health issues, Dr. Richard A. Hudson (Rick) passed away at 

62 years of age on November 20, 2022. Rick had a variety 

of passions throughout his life, but more specifically, he 

was a voracious reader and was fascinated by animals of 

all shapes and sizes. Rick’s passion for animals made him 

consider becoming a veterinarian, but instead,  he settled 

on pursuing a medical career as a doctor. Rick practiced 

family medicine for over 20 years at the Hudson Medical 

Group in Midtown Atlanta and played a critical role in 

saving hundreds of lives from the beginning of the HIV 

and AIDS epidemic. He was adamant about prescribing 

“the cocktail” of drugs as a lifesaving treatment and was 

well respected by the LGBTQ+ community of Atlanta for 

his compassionate medical services.

Atlanta Legal Aid Society is honored to receive Rick’s 

planned gift from his estate valued at over $625,000 

through the recommendation of our very own Haley 

Schwartz, who was previously our Health Law Unit 

Managing Attorney before moving to Fox Rothschild. 

Haley worked closely with Rick to manage his estate. 

Haley’s care for Rick and his legacy was strongly felt 

during Rick's tribute and disbursement of estate funds to 

a total of 10 Atlanta nonprofits. Rick wanted his legacy to 

be impactful in his local community of Atlanta and worked 

with Haley and his devoted friend and partner, Frank, to 

decide on which nonprofits best aligned with Rick’s 

passions and would benefit from his estate. 

Atlanta Legal Aid’s Health Law Unit is fortunate to be among the 10 outstanding Atlanta 

nonprofits that are benefitting from Rick’s generosity. Rick and Atlanta Legal Aid had similar 

concerns for people living with HIV and AIDS, highlighted by our creation of the AIDS Legal 

Project (now the Health Law Unit) at the height of the HIV and AIDS epidemic. 

Atlanta Legal Aid’s Health Law Unit 

PLANNED  GIVING

Dr. Richard A. Hudson

Photo: Kimberly Charles, Rita Sheffey, Stefanie Sparks, and Haley Schwartz



Lillian Caudle
Co-Chair

Advocate
Betty Davis

Shayla and Chip Rumely

Associate
Derek Gilliam

Walter E. Jospin

Mary Jo Schrade

Conner Ball & Steve Sencer

Chad Shultz

Partner
William H. Brewster

Robert D. Hays, Jr.

Friend
Kent and Diane Alexander

Joel Arogeti

John Brumbaugh

R. Scott Campbell

Darl Champion

Robin Frazer Clark

Sherman Cohen

Robert L. Connelly

Harold Daniel

Kevin Erwin

John and Cindy Ethridge

Steve Gottlieb

Friend
Meagan Griffin

Richard Horder

Elisa and Thad Kodish

Joyce Bihary & Jon Lowe

Leticia McDonald

Michael T. Nations

Parker Sanders

Ryan A. Schneider

Bernard Taylor

Melody Wilder and David Wilson

Cristiane Wolfe

Ryan Walsh
Co-Chair

Sherman Cohen

John Fleming

Anissa Floyd

Terri Hendley

Mike Nations

Jonathan Rue

Parker Sanders

Ryan A. Schneider

Chad Shultz

Andy Tuck

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN TEAM

GAMBRELL SOCIETY

$1.6 Million Raised



FIRMS & CORPORATE LEGAL DEPARTMENTS

FEDERATED GIVING PROGRAMS

Alston & Bird

Arnall Golden Gregory

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner

Coca-Cola Company Worldwide Legal Division

Eversheds Sutherland (US)

Fellows LaBriola

FordHarrison

Georgia-Pacific Corporation

Hunton Andrews Kurth

Jenkins & Roberts

Kilpatrick Townsend Stockton

King & Spalding

Michael T. Nations Law

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Parker, Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs

Shiver Hamilton

Smith, Gambrell & Russell

The Champion Firm

The Firm of Dawn M. Jones

Troutman Pepper

Pacesetter Firms & Corporate Legal Departments

Ballard Spahr

Berman Fink Van Horn.

DLA Piper

Fish & Richardson

Fisher & Phillips

Jones Day

Mackintosh Law

Robins Kaplan

Womble Bond Dickinson

Contributor Firms & Corporate Legal Departments

Kabat Chapman & Ozmer

Taylor English & Duma 

The Home Depot

Honor Roll Firms & Corporate Legal Departments

Club of Hearts

MARTA Employees Charity Club

Combined Federal Campaign

Fisher & Phillips

Levine Smith Snider & Wilson

Morris, Manning & Martin

Supporter Firm



Tedra Cannella

William H.  Stanhope

Wilson Family Foundation 

Champion

Marian Burge

Jeffrey Cashdan

Teri and Roderick McClure

Emily and Evan Musick

The Estate of Frank Slover 

David Webster

Haas Fellow

Ronald Raider

President’s Circle

Dennis J. Connolly

Rich and Louise Freer

Jonathan Golden

Yendelela Holston

Stephen E. Lewis

Jeff Nix

Rina Rosenberg

Clarence Seeliger

Philip Siegel

Kathryn M. Zickert

Patron

Andrew Tuck

Laura Wagner

Renae Wainwright

Ryan K. Walsh

Carolyn Starnes Weeks

Anonymous 

Trendsetters

Paul H. Anderson

Bridget Beier

Sally & Peter Dean

Sarah E. Ernst

Benefactors

Jeffrey Sacks

Timothy Santelli

Paul R. Shlanta

Alex & Betty Smith

David A. Stockton

Frank Strickland

Laura Thatcher

Denise VanLanduyt

Chris Waddell

Michael Wakefield

Rick Warren

Charles Wells

John A. White

Jennifer Whitton

Pacesetters

INDIVIDUAL DONORS



Stephen C. Andrews

Katy Appleby

Marshall Barton

Wayne Basfrod

Jeffrey Bragg

Jon Brennan

Janine Brown & 

Alex Simmons

James Browning

Kevin Byers

Michael Van Cise

Philip Coe

Teresa Coleman

Andrew Collins

Adriana De La Torriente

Anna Dix

Tashwanda Dixon

Sally Dorn

Diane Durgin

Deborah S. Ebel

Donald Edwards

Anne Emanuel

Christine Emello

Anissa Floyd

Etta Fortson

Lauren Frisch

Steven Gottlieb

Mark Grant

Paul Greenspan

Jarvarus Gresham

Clifford G. Hoffman

Erika Hooper

Mary Huber

James Humphries

Marcus Johns

April Johnson

Katherine Klein

Steven J.  Labovitz

Andrea Landers

Andrew Meunier

Deborah Millum

Mandi Moroz

Stephen M. Reams

Joel Resnick

Amelia Toy Rudolph

Kristin Rebecca Sanders

Cornellius Scales

Nirej Sekhon

Katherine Silverman

Claude Sitton

J. Lindsay Stradley

Nellie Sullivan

Nachelle Thomas

Talis Trevino

Rex R. Veal

Laura Wagner

Ryan K. Walsh

Diane S. White

Leslie Wolf

Emily Yaun

Vera Zulfic

Anonymous 

Phoenix High School 

Supporters

Evan Altman

Heather Ancrum

Thomas Arthur

Adrienne Ashby

Thomas J. Ashenden

Lisa Ashmore

Hulett Askew

Durwood Avery

Natalie Baker

Robert Barnes

William Bassett

John Baxter

Dorothy T. Beasley

Mary Beauchamp

Nancy Bedford

Randy Beebe

Shantay Bennett

Nina Maja Bergmar

Terry Bird

Brandon Black

Lisa Bliss

Susan J. Blizzard

Brooke Bowen

Janine Bowen

James Bowers

Lawrence Bracken

Susanna Bramlett

William Braun

Cassady Brewer

David Brown

Erin Fuse Brown

Richard Brown

Allen Buckley

Mark Budnitz

Jacqueline Bullard

Claudia Burgess

Janet Caille

Peter C. Canfield

Lesley Carroll

Matthew Cavedon

Mary Caye

Fredric Chaiken

Ginger Chubbs

Bethany Clark

Kevin Clarke

Teresa Coleman

John Cooper

Russell Covey

Robert Curylo

Sarah Darden

Nancy Daspit

Matt DeLeon

Mary Irene Dickerson

Gregory J. Digel

Ron Dixon

Sharon Dixon

Sam and Debbi Dooley

Bruce Douglas

Bryan Downs

Mary Dudziak

Reggie Dunbar II

Kevin Dunn

Robert G. Edge

William A. Edmundson

Charles Eidson

Yuri Eliezer

Claire A. Engel

Mark Engsberg

Diane Evans-Johnson

Reid Fam

Courtney Ferri

Contributors

INDIVIDUAL DONORS



Benjamin & Robin Fink

Lorie Flacker

John H. Fleming

Amy Flick

Jonathon Fligg

Lauren Frisch

Ronald J. Garber

Tali Golan

James Goldberg

Johnna Goodmark

Susan W. Gornall

Sanford Gottlieb

Scott A.  Halpern

Nicole Harris

Yaniv Heled

Cassandra Hepbum

Louis Herrera

Charles Hicks

Daniel Hinkel

Betsy Hodges

Timothy Holbrook

David Hoort

Ricardo Horne

Justin R. Howard

Wei Hu

Charles T. Huddleston

James Hughes

Stacy Hyken

Phillip Jackson

Tonja Jacobi

Donald W. Janney

Eric Jorgensen

Christina Joyner

Trisha Kanan

Gregory Kelsey

Pamela Kilpatrick

Dow N. Kirkpatrick II 

Jeff S. Klein

Contributors
Sophie Vainer

Brian Vick

Cathy Waddell

Carole Walker

Delene Wall

Ryan K. Walsh

Lyle Warshauer

Jill Watkins

Jessica Weed

Robert G. Wellon

Amy Wheeler

Frank B. Wilensky

Tom Williams

Jack Williams

Robert E. Wilson

Dan Wingate

David Wittenberg

Anne Wood

Jonathan Zimring

Burnette Elementary

Theta Omicron Omega 

Anonymous 

Jerico Phillips

J. Jam & Mary Phillips

Elizabeth Philp

Lisa Polisar

Susan Provenzano

Julia Raposo

Jack Reed

LaVonda Reed

Tara Reigel

Emeline Renz

Mary L. Riddle

Cary Rodin

Alan Rosselot

Amelia Toy Rudolph

Matthew Sag

Marshall Sampson

Ted Sandler

Stephen Scarborough

Eliot Robinson and 

Liane Schleifer

Jennifer S. Schumacher

Julie Schwartz

Christina Seale

Mark Shaffer

Daniel Shim

Anthony Smart

Susan Smelcer

Fred Smith

John Spinrad

Jamie Stainback

Jim and Esther Stokes

Shontay Stone

Tyler Storey

Amanda Styles

Lauren Sudeall

Paula Jean Pavlosky Taylor

Georgette Thinn

Jonathan Todres

Leslie P. Klemperer

Raven Knowlton

Paul Koster

Andrea Landers

Nadine Lang

Matt Lawrence

Michael and Jennifer Leavey

Frank Leli

Joseph Lenoff

Kay Levine

Kayson Lipson

Paul A. Lombardo

John Love

Jillian Lusher

Timothy Lytton

John Manasso

Dennis J.  Manganiello

John Marshall

Janea Matchett

Jennifer Mathews

Matthew McCurley

Shane Mendez

Maria Menendez

Ruth Menter

David Merkin

Stephanie Mitchell

Spencer Murray

Virginia Murray

Caroline Nash

Michael T. Nations

Andrew Navratil

Keviny Nelson

Felicia Jones Nickerson

Theodore Noble

Simone Norwood

Marshall & Peggy Orson

Rachel Owens

Lucy Parlor

INDIVIDUAL DONORS



Fulton County / Downtown

Headquarters

54 Ellis St. NE

Atlanta, GA 30303

Clayton County

1590 Adamson Parkway

Suite 360

Morrow, GA 30260

Cobb County

30 South Park Sq.,

Marietta, GA 30060

DeKalb County

246 Sycamore St.,

Suite 120

Decatur, GA 30030

Gwinnett County

324 W. Pike St., Suite 200,

Lawrenceville, GA 30046

Office Locations

@atlantalegalaid atlantalegalaid.org

Our Partners


